Without prejudice

Should Pierrefonds-Roxboro municipal voters sign the zoning register on June 21 or 22?

On Monday and Tuesday, June 21-22 2010, municipal voters in Pierrefonds-Roxboro can sign a register between 9 am and 7 pm at borough hall if voter wish to indicate they are NOT in favor of zoning bylaws proposed to become law. 
(See announcement of the register at: http://applicatif.ville.montreal.qc.ca/som-en/pdf_avis/pdfav9886.pdf and also on p. 26 Cites Nouvelles, 11 June 2010)

There are many good reasons to sign this register.      
By signing the register;

- you express concern the borough spent almost $300,000 over almost 3 years to have important bylaws re-written by a high profile private consultant with no citizen involvement along the way

- you show you don’t agree with council adopting new zoning bylaws without council having first thoroughly read and understood them

- you can say the borough's approach may be too risky in today’s Montreal and that a more cautious, clear and transparent process should be used when changing bylaws

- you say you don't agree with 65+ free zone changes that end up costing taxpayers $300,000+ from zone change fees not collected, and that you're concerned by potential conflicts of interest that may result 

- you say you are worried by some of the zone changes, like the loss of commercial zoning, including Paul's nursery, Gouin and Lalande; the enlargement of commercial space behind some residential zones, ex., Cleroux nursery, Gouin and the "zone groupings/regroupements de zonage which likely means less rights for citizens about future zoning changes. 

- you say you DO NOT want 65+ hard to follow zone changes at once. Instead zone changes should each go through a more rigorous process

- you say that we should be able to know exactly what the differences are between all parts of the existing and proposed bylaws. Failure to do can be very risky.

- you say you want to ensure more protection for trees on undeveloped lots, not less.

- you ask for proof that new bylaws actually respect the urban plan, especially sustainable development parts almost 3 years old yet still not used by the borough. 

- you show you're aware residents were asked to read 1000+ pages of bylaws during the 2010 Olympics yet it appears councilors did not read the documents? 

- you ask why the borough combined so many bylaw despite the Office de Consultation Publique de Montreal (OCPM) criticizing the borough in 2007 for doing exactly that

It could be said that concerned municipal voters in Pierrefonds-Roxboro have a duty to sign the zoning register on June 21 or 22 at borough hall between 9 am and 7 pm. 

It is the only way left to show you are concerned with the zoning bylaws and with the manner those bylaws were prepared and adopted. 

For more information   http://ww.aprpr.org     http://aprpr.org/?p=1117  Harmonizing of bylaws
